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AseociäLion fcr t"bdical Ehltnation in D:rope

Prrofeor H J l{alton
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Tt€ birth of a rrerl .Iorrnal fur M€dical ürraticrr le a rD€t jmPortant
develolmcrt, calltnfi-ffi-erious recqnition. q't be*'alf of t]n Erropan
A.srociation, ard of tlE tbrld Federaticn for uedical EErratict, I $rit€
to corrvelr tle varrnest ecryratulatiorrs of tle interrnLional brotlertnod of
mdical teachers on tbe br:rdlrg of @, ard wi*l
t}e l.ritt€ilurgsblatt der @selleclnft great
BLEceaa with this necesgary danelqmert. Aa tlE Gennan Section of lrylEE,

t-te @sellehaft hae the res;rrsibility to stuilt, deecribe ard prorote
medical drraLion - in its rlilergradute, IDsttgrdL6te and cortinuirg
ptaaee - ftr ttE F€deral- RExrblic of Germany. ltre GesellschafB alo has
responsibility to tle other cqntJi€s of D:rope : to crcmrq; accurately.
ard- in detai-I tlre oorditisr of medical drratlcn in tf€ Fderal epublic -
its lresent state, its errrstt trr.cblqns, ita particular eürergt}s, ard
tte proposals for neeessary charge.

Itrere important taslg rtill be m€t rg.e deq.rately ttrrorgh tle existerce
of a ner^r Jorrnal- dsroted to medical educaticrr. nE .builal can alo
er:ve to ffiotl1 t}::or.gtout t€Et Germany ard neigticaring oorntries
Ltre develotrments takirg df e€ in medical edrraticn ln other natiqs.

At trresent tlE 45O rdical shrols of ErroPe, almost all of than lorg
established ard oftsr dee(rib'd sqrretöat diaFralrgly as "trditiona1",
are wder criticisn fcr being resistant to tlp charges called br by t*e
currslt utr*eavals jn orr eelety. Theee shifts $fuidl trr1'esa'tt great neht
chall<ges in tlre trainfu€ of docbre fcllq.r frcrn altered ecsunic
circunstarnes; dqncgraFldc etdfts in pputaticrrs (greater lorgezity, for
o<emple); tle netv diseases of afflence (strh as tle cunplications of
arinkirg, ranorg nutriticn ard srokirg aseciat€d v/ith ontgrlprary life-
styles); tectrrological dicqrerieg; ard many ottrer eocial clunges vtrich
have altened tte gactice of rnedicjne. Ttle nertr Jou:nlil w:ill be ert
importarrt jnst:unsrt in aSsistirg mdical eCtpo.ls tO errolve n4t Inttegns
of edrcalion arrl trajning vtrich will be relwalt to t]teir sieties ard
rihich are nedd to create detors conpetett tO ttt€€t tte qnergirg dgnards
for tealth delivcy slEtems.

If nedi.cal rctpols can reqnrd to tlee challerryes, a pqlüsir€ firLure
liee befcre tlElr. Iror t}at to lapSnn, a national Assiation srh aa tle
Cesellctaft wlll require auctDrity ard natj-qral recqn-iticn as a
forsnost body with Fri:nary corcern fcr atl stages in t}E trainiltg of
detors. I'Io-Iegislatiqr *ould be passed, for e*anr1r1e, on any bafüt
eilrralion matte; \,l'ttlput tle dvice of t].e @*llschafL. AU ttEdical
etpols stould l@k to tte @seLlschafL as theil @llrttPart cn the
national €Eene. Officid bodies shodd liaiee ltitlt ttre GesellsctnfL
about all natter cornernirg medical- dtratiqt.

srch infltrenees will be fcstered by ttle bjrth of tte nerr.Iournal.

In that spirit, I etpress satisfactidl ard PleasLre on betnlf of E\lOpan
medicat teachers, that tl1g @sellschaft tas täken tle wise ard neceseary
step of laurchirg tle .rorsrSl . tr4edical teachg's in el'l our cot!'rtries
will wi*r it a vigorotrs, effective ard lorg lift.

t{.,"^,3 il*lte

FroEssr Wilün r*rites alp in hiis capa.city aa Preaial€nt of tle IAIcrId

Fe<leat-ion fcr lbdical &lrralion.


